
Washtenaw Literacy presents

Power Tutoring

Professional Development 

for Adult Literacy Tutors

Please join us for a series of 

free literacy workshops. We’ll 

present powerful strategies to 

help tutors and adult learners 

work together more effectively.

Saturday, February 23, 

2019

8:30 a.m. – 2:15 p.m.

Washtenaw Community 

College

Ann Arbor, Michigan

Workshops • Small Group Discussion • Hands-On Learning • Teaching Tools

Powerful strategies to help 
tutors and learners work 
together more effectively

Schedule

Workshops will:

•	 Provide	tutors	more	tools	for	their	lessons

•		 Offer	fun	and	creative	ways	to	spice	up	tutoring	sessions

•		 Give	additional	training	and	hands-on	demonstration

•		 Demonstrate	research-based	approaches	for	working	with	
adult learners

•		 Answer	questions	and	solve	problems

•		 Share	ideas	and	best	practices	in	adult	education

•		 Allow	tutors	to	come	together	and	celebrate	literacy!

Please come prepared to share information, brainstorm ideas, discuss 
presentations, gather materials, and interact with other tutors!

8:30-9 a.m.   Welcome & Registration 

9:00-9:35   Connecting the Dots

9:45-11:00  Session One

11:00-11:15  Break

11:15-12:30  Session Two

12:30-1:00  Lunch*

1:00-2:15   Session Three

* For lunch, please bring your own or $5.00 
for pizza. There will not be refrigerator space 
available

www.washtenawliteracy.org	•	info@washtenawliteracy.org	•	734-337-3338	•	Register	today!

Opening SeSSiOn: 
COnneCting the DOtS

We’ll share free online resources 
that will help you find the overlap 
between your learner’s goals and 

the skills you work on in your 
sessions. Tutors will explore tips 

and tricks for turning a discussion 
about strengths and weaknesses 

into a system for tracking progress.

http://www.washtenawliteracy.org
mailto:info%40washtenawliteracy.org?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemDmwsaTG7h37Y60oJ32FfppNK6Yyv3It1r5f1MTdxQbHgrw/viewform


Interactive Sessions
Each workshop will contain both a demonstration of the material 
and time for hands-on training, so you’ll leave with a collection 
of lesson plans, useful tools, resources, and practical strategies.

To ensure you get your desired sessions, please register online by February 9 (click here)

Breakout SeSSionS (9:45 a.m.–2:15 p.m.) 
pleaSe chooSe Your top Four topicS

Determining Best 
Practices in ESL Open 
Tutoring 
This workshop will identify and compile 
best practices for leading an ESL Open 
Tutoring session. It’s intended for tutors 
who have some experience already in 
leading ESL sessions. The price of ad-
mission is to bring one idea/prop/hand-
out that you have tried and that worked 
really well. Program Coordinator David 
Christensen and mentor Harry Mars-
den share and identify some underlying 
principles for what works and why.

Making Workforce & 
Computer Literacy Easy 
Helping learners create their resumes and 
cover letters and explore appropriate job 
opportunities online can be daunting. This 
workshop is intended for tutors who desire 
more confidence in formatting documents 
and using internet accounts with learners. 
VISTAs Jennifer Musser and Kurtis Ed-
wards offer simple templates and instruc-
tional guides to use with learners.

Reading Comprehension 
for Math 
Word Problems present a particular 
challenge for low-literate adults; even 
those with great math skills struggle to 
reach correct answers if they cannot 
understand the questions. This session 
will share strategies for comprehending 
problems commonly found in the GED 
and college admission tests. Mentor 
Erin Howarth will also discuss how to 
incorporate “real life math” into your les-
sons, building practical numeracy skills 
for all adults.

Dealing with the 
Unexpected 
We all struggle at times to set and maintain 
good boundaries, balance lessons with 
learners’ real-life needs, and avoid burn-
out. Led by Program Specialist Karen Rig-
gins, tutors will share ideas for handling 
sensitive tutoring situations. 

So Much More Than 
Reading 
It’s easy to fall into the habit of “just read-
ing” during lessons, which can slow learn-
ers’ progress toward independence. In this 
session, mentor Erin Howarth will cover 
activities for vocabulary, comprehension, 
and fluency that can accompany any ar-
ticle, book, or story. We’ll practice strategies 
to prepare beforehand as well as those 
easily done on-the-fly depending on your 
learners’ needs.

Strategies for Meaningful 
Field Trips 
Getting learners out of the tutoring envi-
ronment and into the community can be 
invaluable if done right. VISTAs Jennifer 
Musser and Kurtis Edwards will provide 
strategies for making field trips practical 
learning experiences. Tutors will discuss 
actual case studies and walk away with 
specific ideas for their own learners.

Teaching Learners with 
Learning Disabilities 
Some learners do not respond to tradi-
tional methods of teaching reading. Join 
Program Coordinator Shannon Koenen 
to learn techniques and strategies spe-
cifically designed to support readers with 
significant reading disabilities. 

Creating a Positive 
Learning Environment 
An element critical to the success of tutor-
ing is the learning environment itself. In 
this session with mentors Jim Manney 
and Jim Stillwell, you will learn and prac-
tice two skills; making high-quality con-
nections and empathetic listening, which 
are fundamental to developing and sus-
taining a positive learning environment. In 
this highly interactive workshop, you learn 
practical skills that you can apply immedi-
ately to the important work you are doing 
with your learner.

Developing Your 
Language Self- Awareness 
Have you ever been met with blank 
stares or awkward silence when working 
with ESL learners? One of the hardest 
things to do as a native speaker is to cali-
brate your use of English so that it’s truly 
comprehensible to learners. Join mentor 
Grace Pang to develop our awareness 
of English and our mindfulness in using 
it. We’ll dig into English itself to defamil-
iarize the familiar, learn how to monitor 
our speech, and engage in practices that 
enhance communication and support lan-
guage learning. 

Discover MeL E-resources 
for Literacy 
The Michigan eLibrary provides free, 
high-quality, online resources to all resi-
dents of Michigan. Learn how to use them 
in lessons on citizenship, math, reading 
strategies, test prep, for finding content 
at different reading levels, and more, in 
a hands-on workshop with mentor Sara 
Memmott.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemDmwsaTG7h37Y60oJ32FfppNK6Yyv3It1r5f1MTdxQbHgrw/viewform

