Our Story

我們的故事

It was a pleasure to work with this group of
such special people. Your smile and
enthusiasm made our Fridays happier days.
We will always have you in our hearts.
Thank you for sharing your stories with us.
Fernanda Carvalho
and Pamela Bogart

很高興與這群特殊的人一起工作。你的微
笑和熱情使我們的星期五更快樂的日子。
我們永遠都在你們心中。感謝您與我們分
享您的故事

About
Myself

Hello. My name is Li Jun. I am 69 years old. I

My name is Feng Ying Jiang. I am from China.

came from China, but I live in Ann Arbor, MI,

My family came to the United States four

USA, with my husband now. I have two

years ago. I am a retired doctor. My husband is

daughters. They live in different places. One

retired too. We have two sons. Our oldest son,

lives in Novi, MI. Another lives in New Jersey. I

Jun, is now living in America. Our two other

also have two granddaughters and one grandson.

sons are living in China. We have two

They are 17, 6 and 4. I like to learn something

granddaughters. They are 11 years old. One

new. Last year, my husband and I went to the

goes to school in China and the other goes to

Stadium in downtown to swim. I couldn’t swim

school in the United States. I am living in an

before, but after my efforts I learned to swim

apartment for the elderly. I haven’t studied

finally. Now I can swim 30 minutes or more

English before. Now I have time to study. I like

continuously. I love swimming. I like Michigan very

to read. It’s good to learn some English right

much. It’s my hometown, but I also miss my

now. The young teachers are very good these

country, where I grew up and lived for over 60

days. They have a unique way of teaching that

years. I have many good friends there. I miss them

suits us well. I’m interested in learning. I am

very much. Now I am very happy with my husband

confident to learn it well. My sincere thanks to

and new friends.

the teacher.
Jun Li

Feng Ying Jiang

My name is Su Nu Zheng. I am Chinese. I am
82 years old. I came to the United States 5

My name is Ying Jiz Cui. I am Chinese
and 84 years old. I came to the United
States 10 years ago. I like the United

years ago. I love China. I miss people and the
nature. I used to travel. I loved my work.

States, but I miss China very much. I still
miss the people. The food and the nature.
I have many friends in my apartment. I have
one son and one daughter. My son is
Dong Yu Wang. My daughter’s name is
Yan Xin Wang. My son is fifty years old
and my daughter is forty years old.

Su Nu Zheng
My name is Bao Zhou Cheng. You can call me
Bao. I am from China. I came here over 15 years
ago. Just now I live in Ann Arbor. I like here
very much and I like my apartment because we

Ying Jiz Cui

can take care of myself.
Bao Zhou Cheng

My name is Mei Wan Cai. I am 82 years
My name is Bixia Ji. My husband and I
come from China. Now we live in an old
apartment in Ann Arbor, MI, USA. We
have a daughter and a son. They all work
in the USA and they have their own
family. They live far away from us. To the
apartment they drive 45 minutes. There
are many Chinese people in the
apartment, everyone talking and laughing,
living very happy. Usually I like to travel,
but I also like Chinese painting and
calligraphy. I also want to learn oil painting.
My husband likes the computer, but he
does not like to travel. He likes to be
alone.
Bixia Ji

old. I am from Xiamen, China. I live in
Michigan, Ann Arbor already have eight
years. I like Michigan Ann Arbor very
much.
My family: I have two sons, two daughters
in law and two grandsons. My first son’s
name is Yongqing. Second son’s name is
Yongscho. My cultural level is high school.
Every morning I go to the park to walk and
exercise. I am not healthy, my vision is not
good (myopia), my blood pressure is high. I
like to sing songs every day. I am going to
the park to walk and exercise. Every
evening I watch TV. I used to swim. I love
my English teacher. She is very lovely.
Mei Wan Cai

My name is Meiwen Wang. I am over eighty years
old. I came to the United States twenty years
My name is Guo Yong Zhon. I’m 74 years old.
I’m from China, Shaghai. Shanghai is a nice
city. I like Michigan very much but I miss China.
Since 2010, I live in America in nursing home.
The old people are living a happy life. I get up at
7:00am every morning. After breakfast, I come
to the part for a walk and take in some fresh air.
Sometimes I do exercises. I am very happy with
my teacher and my friends.
Guo Ying Zhon

ago. I miss my people and relatives. I love my
country. I used to play volleyball in middle school.
But now I don’t play anymore because I had a
stroke. I have two children. One son and one
daughter. My son named Paul. He works in
Germany. He is not married. My daughter named
Lisa. She is retired already because her health is
not good. I was a Math teacher of Fu Don
middle school. I had to send the students to
graduate. I worked at this school for more than
thirty years when I was graduated. Now I live in
the Cranbrook Tower Apt. Before I was in
Germany for several years because my son was
there. Here is my daughter, but her house is very
far from here. She calls me every day. For what I
want, she will bring it to me. So, I don’t want to go
shopping. Now my son already moved to the
U.S. from Germany. He bought a new house
close to my apt because of my age, more than
eighty. It takes only a quarter of time.
Meiwen Wang

A Special
Person to
Me

I have a friend. Her name is Alice. She

My granddaughter’s name is Alice. She is

has one son and his name is Paul. He

15 years old. My granddaughter reads and

divorced. He has married again. His wife’s

writes very well in English. She likes to

name is Mary. They have one child, a son

read Chinese too. Sometimes, she loves

named Andrew. He is a student in primary

to tell me stories about her past, about her

school. His parents want him to grow up

baby’s dreams. She has 3 brothers but her

quickly. Alice is my good friend. She is

2 brothers are working in the University of

eighty years old. She is strong now. She

Arizona to learn the computer. She is very

always gives me a telephone call.

good at taking care of herself, but we help

Meiwen Wang

her sometimes with her cooking.
Bao Zhou Cheng

My grandmother’s name was Filand. She
is dead. My mother died too. I have two
children. They are working in the U.S.A.
I have three grandchildren. Two
granddaughters and one grandson. They
are are students. I like nature. I miss the
Chinese yellow mountains. I like Michigan
very much. I love Ann Arbor.
Bixia Ji

My elder brother is 80 years old. He gets
up at six o’clock. He brushes his teeth and
combs his hair, then he puts on his clothes
and eats breakfast at six thirty. He listens
to the news on the radio at exactly seven
o’clock. He leaves the house to walk. My
elder brother has very regular habits.
Feng Ying Jiang

My father was a nice person. He lived very
poor there, but he loved to help other
people. He was nice to his children, but he
was ill for many years. In the end, he died at
58 years, many years ago. But I also miss
him very much. He was a good father and a
nice person. I love him.
Jun Li

My
Hometown

My hometown is Jainching or Shanghai.

I was born in Anhui, China. I came to the

But I never lived in Jainching. Only once

United States and now I live in Michigan.

with my mother. We went to Jainching to

Anhui and Michigan have somethings in

see her house that she married. My elder

common, but there are many differences.

brother and sister were born in there. I was

The similarities are: Anhui and Michigan

born in Nanching and my younger sister

are big states; both states have very nice

also. Nanching is a big city. I lived only five

people and have snow in Winter. They

years there. My whole family escaped to

also have beautiful lakes. The differences

Shanghai on August 1, 2013. In

are: Anhui people speak Chinese.

Shanghai, I continued to study in primary

Michigan people speak English; Anhui’s

school, middle school and university. I

climate is warm. Michigan’s climate is cold;

worked in Shanghai until I retired. So, I

houses in Anhui are made of brick and

can say my hometown is Shanghai.

concrete. Houses in Michigan are made of

Shanghai is a very very big city, especially

wood. In Anhui people love to eat rice and

now. There are a lot of new buildings.

noodles. In Michigan people usually eat

Maybe I cannot recognize my hometown

salad and hamburger; another difference is

again. I’ve heard that it is polluted. I hope

that Anhui has high mountains, but

that it can be quickly recleaned.

Michigan is plain.

Meiwen Wang

Bixia Ji

I was born in China but now I live in

My hometown is a beautiful city. It is

Michigan. The United States and China

surrounded by mountains. It is located in the

have somethings in common. For example,

northern city of Taiyuan, Shanxi province.

Xiemen and the United States are big

There is a river from the city center. The

countries. Also, both countries have very
nice people. However, there are some
differences too. For example, the houses

river’s name is Fenhe. Taiyuan has
developed in recent years soon. I love it very
much and I miss it very much too.
Bao Zhou Cheng

in Ximen are made of brick, but the houses
in the U.S. are made of wood and brick.
The food is very different. In Xiemen, we
eat rice and food made of flour, but in the
U.S. people usually eat salad and
hamburger. The weather is different.
There is no snow in Xiemen. Another
difference is that Xiemen has many
beaches. It is an island. But Michigan has
beautiful five big lakes.

My hometown is Xian China. Xian is an
ancient city with a long history and brilliant
culture. The streets of Xian are long and
wide and they are very valuable. They show
the direction of North and South. Xian is
developing more and more beautifully in
recent years. I love my Xian people. But Xian
is very hot in summer and there is air pollution

Mei Wan Cai

in Winter.
Feng Ying Jiang

My hometown is a medium city. It is famous
in the world for its west lake. There are
many beautiful parks surrounding the west
lake. A lot of tourists come to visit it all
over the world. My hometown is crowded.
There are many cleaners working all day,
especially on holidays they work very hard
so that my hometown is beautiful and clean.
But my hometown’s weather is not good. It
is too hot in Summer and it is too cold in
Winter. However, I also love my hometown
very much. Now I live in Ann Arbor, U.S.
I think of my home and my friends.
Jun Li

A Special
Gift

I have a very special brooch. My husband
gave it to me in 1907.
I have a very special

Color: blue

Material: jade
Shape: round
Size: small

I have a special necklace. My good friend

It is small, blue, and round. It is made of

gave it to me when I was 70 years old on my

jade.

birthday. I love this necklace very much
Zongshu Chu

because it brings me happy memories
about our life together. It is long, white and
round.

I have a very special necklace of gold. My
daughter gave it to me on my 80th birthday.
It is long and gold.
Ying Jiz Cuz

Guo Ying Zhon

Thank you
Washtenaw Literacy and
Cranbrook Tower Apartments
for giving us the opportunity to
develop this project.
Kim Lewis for volunteering your
time to help us in class.

