
HELP PUT A PRINT VERSION OF THIS  
NEWSLETTER INTO THE RIGHT HANDS!

Washtenaw Matters is published digitally, however 
many who would benefit from this news source  
do not have access to the Internet, or know how to  
use technology.  

To learn about opportunities to sponsor print  
production of each issue, please contact: 

Amy Goodman, Executive Director,  
Washtenaw Literacy.
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Why I should Vote in 2018?
Voting is one of our most important rights in the U.S. It 

is one of the easiest ways we can make a difference in our 
community. Even if we just had an election last November, 
it is never too early to get started!

Requirements to vote?
If you want to vote in Michigan you must live in the city 

you are applying for, be a U.S. citizen, 18 years old, and not 
serving a jail sentence.

How can I register to vote?
If you want to register in person go visit your local Secre-

tary of State office or mail it to your township or city clerk. 
The first time you vote in Michigan you must vote in person.

What if I am already registered?
If you think you are already registered go online to www.

michigan.gov/sos and check if you’re already registered. All 
Michigan voters must be registered to vote 30 days before 
the election. By the time you go vote, you must have an offi-
cial ID card or driver’s license.

Why does it matter?
Voting gives all of us a voice in our government, it is an 

important right. One vote can make a difference and if ev-
eryone went out and vote, things can change. In 2018 we will 
be voting for our Senator, Congressmen, Governor, State 
Officials, Judges, and so many more.

Redistricting  
In 2020 it will be time for the annual census. The cen-

sus is an official count of the population and it is performed 
by the U.S. Census Bureau.  The census results help our 

government officials 
draw our districts. Ba-
sically, drawing our 
districts means to out-
line the boundaries of 
our neighborhoods 
into political districts. 
By voting we can make 
sure we elect people 
who represent every-
one and make sure our 
districts are fair.

Gerrymandering?
When government officials 

draw political districts to help their 
party, this is called gerrymander-
ing. These political officials will try 
to pack as many people as possible 
into a single district, to decide who 
will vote for them. Based on how 
districts are drawn it can hurt minority voters and help the 
party in power.

What is the U.S. Census 
Bureau?

The United States Census Bu-
reau is a principal agency of the 
U.S. Federal Statistical System, 
responsible for producing data 
about the American people and 
economy.

http://www.michigan.gov/sos
http://www.michigan.gov/sos
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Enbridge Line 5
Environmental issues affect all of us in our everyday lives. 

We affect the environment in simple ways, like throwing 
away a plastic bottle. One issue that people are not talking 
about too often is Enbridge Line 5.

What is it?
Enbridge Line 5 is an oil pipeline that is carrying petro-

leum from west to east Canada through Great Lake States. 
One of the states the pipeline goes through is Michigan. Line 
5 was first built in 1953 as an easier way for oil (petroleum) 
to flow between Canada and Great Lake states.

Benefits
According to Enbridge Inc, the Line 5 pipeline has ma-

jor benefits for all of us in Michigan. It supplies products 
that heat homes and business, fuel vehicles, and the power 
industry. Line 5 helps Michigan by giving 65 % of propane 
in the Upper Peninsula and 55% of propane in the state. The 
economy also benefits when Enbridge pays its property and 
sales-tax which helps schools and other projects in the state.

Problems
The Pipeline, while doing some good, also has its prob-

lems. Pipelines can be risky because if they spill, environ-
mental issues will be worse. While there have not been any 
big issues in Michigan so far, Enbridge does not have the best 
safety record. Line 5 is over 60 years old and some people 
wonder if the pipeline is being properly inspected by both 
the state and federal government. There are also questions 
about the coating that is on the pipeline and if that has been 
getting weaker over time.

Why does this matter?
There are good arguments on both sides about the pipe-

line, and whatever happens with the pipeline, it will affect us 
all. Our environment is changing and the less we depend on 
oil for energy, the more likely we are to find different energy 
sources. If a spill did happen, all of us in Michigan would be 
affected by what happens.

How Can I get Involved?
Many people are protesting to show how they feel about 

the issue. Groups like FLOW (For Love of Water) collect do-
nations to make sure our Great Lakes remain free of oil. Pe-
titions (oilandwaterdontmix.org) and writing your govern-
ment officials are a quick way to get involved in the cause. No 
matter what side you take on this issue, it is still ongoing, and 
the more we know the more we can do.

Washtenaw Matters is produced three times per year 
through the collaborative efforts of the CivCity Initiative, 
Washtenaw Literacy and Eastern Michigan University TESOL 
program.  

The publication is an accessible, plain language source for 
local news and is distributed through Washtenaw County 
social service agencies.   Accompanying teacher/tutor packs 
are available to facilitate use of this publication in educational 
settings.  

Mary Morgan, CivCity, Editor

Zuzana Tomas, EMU, Content

Alison Austin, Washtenaw Literacy, Adult Ed Programming

Amy Goodman, Washtenaw Literacy, Development
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Sahar
Diversity, isn’t it a word you hear a lot? Well in Amer-

ica we live in a melting pot of different cultures and re-
ligions. A diversity is a range of different things, so you 
may have guessed by now it’s a variety of different cul-
tures that could even be in the same place or closely re-
lated places. It is important to learn about different cul-
tures and the diversity of people, places and traditions 
everywhere you go. Now you may ask why it is import-
ant and why do we need to learn about other cultures if 
we are living all in one place with the same language and 
same habits. However, that’s not true you may someday 
meet with someone who just immigrated from a differ-
ent country of a totally different culture, language and 
possibly religion, however if you have already met with 
different cultured people you may have an idea that it’s 
important to know about other cultures which we will 
be discussing about. 

Knowing about the different cultures is a big deal 
and something that will come in handy if not now in 
the future. The more you know about the different cul-
tures the more you will be able to cooperate with each 
other and the social level will be higher. That is because 
we will be able to work together in helping people with 
different languages and cultures, but making them feel 
welcome here no matter where they’re from and what 
they speak. So you may wonder now what’s causing this 
lack of education about diversity? Or don’t you wonder 
how we can stop this lack of education about diversity 
and learn more about it?

When you start being educated about the different 
cultures of where people come from we will be able to 
communicate much easier. Haven’t you ever wondered 
why sometimes jobs and schools don’t always work out 
together and aren’t very open minded about a lot of 
things? Well the answer to that is because we haven’t been 
learning about the diversity of our society very much or 
even educate ourselves. Diversity is a good thing because 
it gives people many opportunities. You will be able to 
have jobs and business with more people of different cul-
tures to have a more successful job. 

 In fact, study shows that when we don’t educate our-
selves with the different cultures about diversity the so-
ciety tends to spread out more stereotypes about some 

cultures because we can’t communicate with the peo-
ple that have different languages, traditions and much 
more.  By not learning about diversity which tends to be 
different languages and cultures we tend to have a lack 
of communication with other people and want to focus 
only on people like us with our same exact traditions. 
This problem of the lack of education about diversity 
causes us to not become successful in our community. 
so by ending this we should know the importance of 
learning about diversity and all of the aspects behind it. 
When this happens more often we will see that the level 
of cooperation and kindness will spread more. 

Overall diversity is a positive great thing not a nega-
tive thing. So as a community in this society we need to 
be able to learn more about diversity in schools and uni-
versities and if not we shall educate ourselves. One step 
of learning about diversity is actually all in our hands. 
We should except people no matter where they come 
from. Another step is by us stepping up and meeting 
other people from different cultures and be friends with 
them. We should all send a message to each other that 
the more diversity there is and the more we learn about 
it the world is going to become a better place for every-
one to live happily and comfortably so we can commu-
nicate and cooperate with each other. 

Fatima
What is the best part of the summer? it’s a barbecu-

ing or going to the lake? for me it is gardening.

I believe gardening is fun because it gives me a fresh 
food every summer. I grew up eating fresh vegetables 
I remember most of my childhood I used to help my 
grandmother who had a farmer in Somalia.

She grew corn, peanuts, and watermelon. Also, I like 
gardening because I can fead my family healthy food. 
It”s important to have little garden in your yard it pro-
vide fresh vegetables. Father-more, buying organic fresh 
food can be very expensive at the store. That is why gar-
dening can save you money, in addition, will impress 
friends and neighbors, and it will bring people to gath-
er. Finally, gardening is very easy to do, so even elder-
ly people or children can do it. For those reasons you 
should try to do gardening your self

Learner Essays

Please encourage your learners to write their 
responses to the articles in Washtenaw Matters 

and submit them for publication to: 
info@washtenawliteracy.org
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Hanan
Why do need to help the needy??

“If every one gives a thread to the poor, eventually he 
will have a shirt.”

We are as human being are empathetic, seeing fel-
low human being suffering makes us suffer. Sometimes 
it could be in our self interest to help like trading stuff, 
to make sure we will be helped in exchange we found 
ourselves in need.

We live in a world with overwhelming humanitarian 
needs.

Needless to say that the greatest forms of wealth is 
human connection interaction, moreover to make our 
world better place to live in, more stable, safer, durable, 
we need to help each other.  Giving reveals the goodness 
and kindness in us and sweep the greedy, selfishness 
emotions.

Some countries suffer from drought, terrible famine, 
lack of health care and education.

Your generosity will help make a difference in the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of people around the 
world.

Your support is vital and will aid in humanitarian ef-
forts. Together we can make a difference helping save 
the lives of hundreds.

Think about bringing tears of joy to little children’s 
faces and their families, your donation will give a chance 
to everyone to have a taste of being human, in addition 
this will help families get back on their feet hence it will 
dramatically reduce world hunger.

Every penny counts in making a huge difference, so 
do not hesitate to give hand and share even with little 
bit.

Volunteering
Volunteering is a great opportunity to help give back to 

the community that you live in. Volunteering is also great 
for getting involved locally and in some cases can help you 
get to know other people in your area. Once you figure out 
what you enjoy doing you can go online, whether on your 
computer at home or at the local library, and look for or-
ganizations that have volunteer opportunities surrounding 
your interests. Other ways to find opportunities are: asking 
your neighbors, stopping by local bulletin boards for volun-
teer postings, and sometimes even in the local newspapers. 
Local Churches are also a great place to start when trying to 
find great volunteering opportunities. 

Volunteering doesn’t always have to be a big project or 
organization-led. You can also volunteer by:

•	 Going to a local park and picking up trash

•	 Offering to help an elderly neighbor around the 
house or doing yard work,

•	 Removing leaves from the top of storm drains

Some places that are great for volunteering are:

•	 The Veteran’s hospital in Ann Arbor

•	 The Huron valley humane society

•	 Safe House

•	 Alpha House

•	 Ronald McDonald house at U of M

Learner Essays

Learn More Online

•	 United Way of Washtenaw County - http://www.volunteerwashtenaw.org/

•	 Volunteering via the Ann Arbor Observer - http://annarborobserver.com/cg/t0120.html

http://www.volunteerwashtenaw.org/
http://annarborobserver.com/cg/t0120.html
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Weather: April Showers Bring May Flowers
It’s spring! With spring means changes in weather. Spring 

comes with rain, storms, tornadoes, and of course some 
warmer weather as well. One of the most important things 
to remember with the changes in weather is to remain safe 
at all times. These weather changes can be dangerous, so it is 
important that you remain prepared for the damage that bad 
weather may cause. 

Storms can get bad and cause power outages, downed 
wires, and can even destroy homes if they get bad enough. 
Some things you should remember when bad weather 
strikes are to have a plan in place for you and your fami-
ly. First when we are in danger of having a tornado there 
are sirens that go off in the area. When these sirens go off it 
is important to immediately take cover and get somewhere 
that is safe until the storm passes. Some safe places include 
your basement, rooms with no windows, and trying to be 
underground if possible. If you are out somewhere it is best 
to use the plans in place wherever you are. If you are driving 
and on the road you should pull over to the nearest building 
that you can enter and take shelter there if possible. 

Also storms can cause downed wires. It is important to 
remember never to touch downed wires no matter what and 
to call DTE if you ever see them to ensure that someone fixes 
them. With downed wires also come power outages. When 
the power goes out it can definitely be a hassle. Some tips for 
handling power outages are to be sure to unplug all devices 
and turn off all switches. Remember to keep the fridge and 
freezer closed unless you are aware that the power will be 
out more than 24 hours, you will probably need to throw 
away all perishable food. Having a few flashlights and can-
dles around is important for when it gets dark. If the power 
is going to be out for a few days it might be a good idea to try 
and arrange to stay at a friends house for a night so you have 
access to water and other power related necessities. Coming 
up with a spring safety checklist could also be a good idea, 
some things you might include could be: 

•	 Have flashlights with extra batteries

•	 Have some nonperishable food available

•	 Have some bottled water available

•	 Make sure you have some emergency contacts

•	 Come up with a safe plan for a weather related 
emergency in your house

These are just a few examples to include in your checklist 
for spring safety. It is always important to be prepared and 
stay informed. Be sure to check weather reports and news 
outlets for updates on any crazy weather that may be expect-
ed. Lastly if you know your neighbors it is often nice to check 
in on them if there has been a spring emergency, this can 
become something that goes both ways, they check on you 
and you check on them. All in all spring is often a fun time 
because the weather begins to break and fun activities begin 
to happen but it is important to remember to stay safe.

Additional Online Resources
•	 Severe weather in Michigan -  https://www.

ready.gov/michigan

o How to Use:

	 Examples of severe weather conditions

	 Pertinent vocabulary

	 Provides examples of different precau-
tions

•	 Weather - https://weather.com/

o How to Use:

	 Example of different natural disasters 
around the world

	Homework assignment (from the 
Teachers Guide)

•	 Have students find a story on some 
form of extreme weather happen-
ing around the world – anywhere 
they like; could be Michigan, their 
hometown, anywhere – and present 
their information at the next class 
meeting, placing an emphasis on 
vocabulary

https://www.ready.gov/michigan
https://www.ready.gov/michigan
https://weather.com/
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Unusual Stuff at Our Town Libraries
Are you thinking about taking a guitar class or buying 

a guitar? Before you spend your money for something you 
might not like, did you know that you can borrow a guitar 
from the library and try it for a week?

Many of us go to the library to borrow books, magazines 
or CDs. However, the Washtenaw County Libraries also 
offer other “unusual stuff.” 

Most people are not aware of the library’s Unusual 
Stuff. And yes, they are actually called Unusual Stuff on the 
library’s website!

“Unusual Stuff ” are items that do not belong to the 
library, but you can get them from the library for one week 
or more.

Beth Manuel, a librarian at the Ann Arbor downtown 
library, recommended that people check the library website 
in the Catalog and look for the Unusual Stuff section. 

There you will find a list of music tools, home tools, art 
tools, science tools, and more. 

For example, the Music Tools section offers some very 
uncommon but fun musical instruments. Or, if you need 
to sew something and you do not have a sewing machine, 
check the Art Tools section for one.

Every tool section on the website includes pictures of the 
things that you can borrow. 

You will be amazed by the list of items on the library 
website that you can take home! You can check everything 
on the library website: http://www.aadl.org/catalog/browse/
unusual.

Beth Manuel also said that the library has some things 
that you can download right to your home computer and 
keep as long as you want!

 To do that, just log in with your AADL card number, 
download, and you are all set. Downloads include a va-
riety of items such as music, books, podcasts, videos and 
patterns.

All these things are offered for free to the Washtenaw 
County residents, but you have to have a library card. 

If you are a non-resident, you have to pay a fee. For more 
information on how to get a library card, you can check the 
library’s website:

http://www.aadl.org/aboutus/librarycards
Ann Arbor has five library branches located throughout 

the city. Ypsilanti has four public libraries, including the 
Mobile library. 

There is no place in the city like our town library, where 
you can easily and freely explore and nurture your mind. 

As Lady Bird Johnson, the wife of President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, once said, “Perhaps no place in any community is 
so totally democratic as the town library. The only entrance 
requirement is interest.”

For more information about programs in Ann Arbor, 
check the website at http://www.aadl.org/ or contact them 
by phone at 734-324-4200.

For Ypsilanti, check the website at https://www.ypsili-
brary.org/ or contact them by phone at 734-482-4110.

Here are the pictures of a few items you can check out of 
the library.

    

  

  

The libraries offer other events, classes, and 
lectures:

•	 science and tech

•	 computer classes

•	 health and wellness

•	 business

•	 nature and environment

•	 local history

•	 tutoring

•	 film festivals/concerts

•	 art exhibits/craft events

•	 cooking classes

•	 family/children’s activities

http://www.aadl.org/catalog/browse/unusual
http://www.aadl.org/catalog/browse/unusual
http://www.aadl.org/aboutus/librarycards
http://www.aadl.org/
https://www.ypsilibrary.org/
https://www.ypsilibrary.org/
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Restaurants On A Budget

How to try different cuisine from around the world on a 
budget in Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti

Ann Arbor has been ranked one of the best towns to eat 
in across the Midwest. Sometimes Ann Arbor seems to be 
an expensive city, but both Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti have 
something for every taste in every price range. 

In spring and summer time, you can find many events 
and activities that include food such as:

Restaurant Week

If you have always wanted to try the nice but expensive 
restaurants in downtown Ann Arbor, you can try them 
during Ann Arbor’s Restaurant Week, which is held from 
June 11th to 16th and also January 15th to 20th.  

During these weeks, Ann Arbor’s restaurants work 
together with Food Gatherers to fight hunger in the com-
munity. More than fifty restaurants offer entrées on their 
menus for a good price. You can spend $15 dollars for 
lunch or $28 per person for a three-course dinner. 

Some restaurants offer two lunches for $15 dollars. You can 
try dishes from American and Mexican to Japanese cuisine. 
Many restaurants also offer vegan and vegetarian dishes. 

Too many choices? Don’t know where to go? For lunch, 
try Café Zola for their famous breakfast, Mani Osteria for 
their famous pizza, or Frita Batidos for their Cuban ham-
burgers. For dinner, try Pacific Rim, Grange Kitchen & Bar, 
or Gratzi. 

Restaurant Week is especially good for students and 
people on a budget. According to Maura Thomson, Main 
Street Area Executive Director and Organizer of Ann Arbor 
Restaurant Week, “There is an incredible range of restau-
rants offering something for nearly every taste and budget.”

Here are some tips to make your experience a good one 
if this is your first time.

Do:
1. Check the sidebar for a list of participating 

restaurants.
2. Try to look for a good deal, because some restau-

rants offer 3 or 4 items for a low price. 
3. Try new things. Use this week to try a new restau-

rant or a type of cuisine that you have never eaten.
Don’t:

1. Forget to make a reservation, especially for dinner. 
You can do this at www.opentable.com.

2. Forget to allow extra wait time. Many restaurants 
get crowded!

3. Forget to ask your server about drinks. They cost 
extra in some restaurants.

So go out and take advantage of all these delicious deals. 
And best of all, remember a percentage of the profit goes to 
Food Gatherers. This Washtenaw County non-profit orga-
nization gives food help to local programs and families.

Ypsilanti’s Restaurant DAYZ

The Downtown Association of Ypsilanti (DAY) also 
has a three-day event called Restaurant DAYZ in historic 
downtown Ypsilanti. The goal is to get people to come to 
downtown and experience the food. From June 5th to 7th, 
on Cross Street in Depot Town, you can sample the deli-
cious food that Ypsilanti restaurants have to offer. 

One place to try is Red Rock Downtown Barbecue on 
Michigan Avenue. They are offering rib tips, which are a 
popular menu item during their lunch hour, at a discount-
ed price. Many other restaurants also have a special menu 
or offer discounts on their regular menu items. 

This is the best way to experience the city’s local food 
at a discounted price. Be sure to check out The Wolverine 
Grill, Bona Sera, Haab’s, STUFD, Ugly Mug Café, and Tow-
er Inn Café.
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Founded in 1971, Washtenaw Literacy serves adults who  
need to improve their reading, writing, numeracy or  

communication in English.  Our core mission is to provide 
free, adult developmental literacy skills training, focusing  

on three critical areas: basic literacy skills, educational  
attainment, and employment and workforce literacy.   

734.879.1320  |  www.washtenawliteracy.org 

Founded in 2014, CivCity Initiative seeks to expand  
Ann Arbor residents’ knowledge of how local government 

works, and to increase participation in civic life through  
education, information and outreach.   

734 645 5368  |  www.civcity.org   

EMU World Language programs educate teachers  
of English to speakers of other languages (TESOL) and are  

committed to preparing individuals to teach English in  
a variety of local and international settings and foster  

cross-cultural and intercultural awareness.  
734.487.0130  |  www.emich.edu/worldlanguages/tesol/ 

                  

                      

   

 

  

  

    

Ann Arbor Restaurant Week Participating Restaurants

Afternoon Delight
Allen Rumsey Supper Club
Ama Bistro
Arbor Brewing Company
Argiero’s
Avalon Cafe and Kitchen
Aventura
Bandito’s
BD’s Mongolian Grill
Bigalora
Black Pearl
Blue Nile
Blue Tractor
Café Zola
Carlyle Grill
Carson’s American Bistro
Conor O’ Neill’s Traditional 
Irish Pub
Felix Bistro & Bar
Gandy Dancer
Godaiko
Grange Kitchen & Bar
Gratzi
Grizzly Peak
Guy Hollerin’s
Heidelberg
Isalita
Jamaican Jerk Pit
Jolly Pumpkin
Logan

Mani Osteria
Marnee Thai
Mediterrano
Melange
Metzger’s German Restaurant
Nagomi Downtown
Neopapalis
Old Carolina Barbecue
Original Cottage Inn
Pacific Rim
Palio
Pretzel Bell
Prickly Pear
Quarter Bistro
Real Seafood Company
REL-ISH
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Sabor Latino
Sava’s Restaurant
Seva
Shalimar
Silvio’s Organic Pizza
Slurping Turtle
The Chop House
The Earle
The Ravens Club
Totoro
Vinology
Weber’s Restaurant
Zola Bistro
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